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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions^ and listings, of claims in the 
application; 

1. (Canceled). 

2. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 6, wherein the step of debiting 
fiinds from said financial account of said first party further comprises holding said funds in 
an escrow account until an escrow release event has transpired* and wher^ the method 
furthCT comprises the step of releasing said fimds &om said escrow account prior to the step 
of disbiusing said fimds to a financial account associated with said second party, 

3. (Original) The method of claim 2, wherein holding said fimds in an escrow 
account until an escrow release event has transpired comprises holding said fimds in an 
escrow account until an occurrence of at least one of a receipt by said first party of goods» 
services, or other value fi^om said second party and a lapse of a predefined period of time 
within which said first party may evaluate said goods, services, or oth^ value from said 
second party, 

4. (Previously Presented) The mdhod of claim 6, wherein receiving fiom at least 
one of said first party and said second party a request to debit a financial account associated 
with said first party comprises receiving a request to debit a financial account associated with 
said first party selected from the group consisting of a transaction card account, a demand 
deposit account, a credit line, and a money market account. 

5. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 6, wherein disbursing said fimds 
to a financial account associated with said second party comprises disbursing said fimds to a 
financial account associated with said second party selected from the group consisting of a 
transaction card accoimt^ a demand deposit account, a credit line, a digital cash accoimt, and 
a money market accoiuit 

6. (Currently Amended) A method of facilitating commercial transactions, whieh 
said method oomprio e o comprising the steps of; 
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registering at least one of a first party and a second party with a transaction 
mechanism having a financial account identifier for identifying a financial account associated 
with said first party; 

receivings fix>m at least one of said first party and said second party^^ a request to debit 
a financial account of said first party to effectuate a transaction between said first party and 
said second party; 

receiving fi-om at least one of said first party and said second party transaction 
information relating to said transaction between said first party and said second partjr, 

determining whether said transaction is acceptable based upon at least one of said 
transaction information and said request to ddbit said financial account associated with said 
first party; 

providing a shipping aeent configured to provide at least one of goods, services, and 
other items of value fiom said second oartv to said first partv; 

debiting fUnds from said financial account of said first party; 

disbursing said fimds to a financial account associated with said second party; and 

crediting said fimds to said financial account associated with said second party. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 6^ ^^^e^ein providing said transaction 
mechanism with a financial account identifier for identifying a financial account associated 
with said first party comprises providing a financial account identifier selected firom the 
group consisting of a card number and a demand deposit account number. 

8. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 6, wherein regist^ing at least one 
of said first party and said second party comprises providing said transaction mechanism 
with a financial account identifier for identifying a financial account associated with said 
second party. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 8, wherein providing said transaction 
mechanism with a financial account identifier for identifying a financial account associated 
with said second party comprises providing a financial account identifier selected from the 
group consisting of a card number and a demand deposit account number. 
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10. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 6, wherein receiving transaction 
information relating to said transaction from at least one of said first party and said second 
party comprises at least one of receiving a financial account identifier associated with the 
financial account associated with said first party and receiving a financial account identifier 
associated with said financial account associated with said second party. 

11-14, (Canceled). 

15. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 6, fiirther comprising the step of 
receiving notification that said first party has received goods, services, or other value shipped 
fiom said second party to said first party. 

16. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 6, fiirther comprising the step of 
providing an intemiediaiy to facilitate said transaction between said first party and said 
second party. 

17-18. (Canceled) 

19. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 4* & >^erein the step of 
providing a shipping agent further comprises maintaining by said transaction mechanism at 
least, one of said first party's and said second party's identity and address in confidence with 
respect to either said first or said second party, 

20. (Canceled). 

21. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 25, wherein in response to a 
transaction request fix)m at least one of said first party and said second party> said transaction 
mechanism debits fimds fi;om a financial account associated with said first party, holds said 
funds in an escrow account until an escmw release event has transpired, releases said funds 
fix>m said escrow account, and then disburses said funds to a financial account associated 
with said second party. 

22. (Original) The system of claim 21, wherein said escrow release event 

comprises at least one of receipt by a purchaser of goods, services, or other value from a 

seller and the lapse of a predefined period of time within which said purchaser may evaluate 
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said goods, services, or other value. 

23. (Previotisly Presented) The system of claim 25, wherein said financial account 
associated with said first party is selected fix)m the group consisting of a transaction card 
account, a demand deposit account, a credit line, and a money market account. 

24. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 25, wherein said financial account 
associated with said second party is selected fiom the group consisting of a transaction card 
account, a demand deposit account, a credit line, and digital cash account, and a money 
znaiket account. 

25. (Currently Amended) A system for transferring financial tender fiom a 
financial account associated with a first party to a financial account associated with a second 
party, whioh s yst e m ■ oomprio e D comprising : 

a transaction mechanismi configured to communicate with a first nartv and a 

second party, 

Q first poTtyin - conHnunioation with s aid tran s action m e ohani s in H 
Q oooond party in - eommunioat i on - with s aid transaction m e chanism; 

^^erein said transaction mechanism is configured to receive from at least one 
of said first party and said second party r e giotero with ooid tronaaotion moohao ifflt 
registration information, said registration information providing to provide said transaction 
mechanism with at least one financial account identifier to identify at least one financial 
account associated with at least one of said first party and said second partyj 

wherein said transaction mechanism is configured to communicate m 
oommunio atieH with a financial account associated with said first party and a financial 
account associated with said second party^ and 

wherein, in response to a transaction request from at least one of said first 
party and said second party, said transaction mechanism is configured to debit dohits fimds 
firom d said financial account associated with said first party and disburse disburs e s said 
fiinds to a said financial account associated with said second party, wherein said transaction 
request includes transaction information relating to a transfer of fimds between said first 
party and said second party, and wherein said transaction mechanism authenticates at least 
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one of said &st party and said second party based upon said transaction informatio n: and 

a shipping agent associated with said transaction mechanism, said shippinjr agent 
configured to provide at least one of poods, services^ and other items of value from said 
second party to said first party . 

26-33. (Canceled), 

34. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 38, 
wherein the step of debiting funds from said financial account of said first party further 
comprises holding said funds in an escrow account until an escrow release event has 
transpired, and wherein said processing instructions ftirther direct a computer to perfomi the 
step of releasing said flmds frotn said escrow account prior to the step of disbursing said 
funds to a financial account associated with said second party. 

35. (Original) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 34, wherein the 
step of holding said funds in an escrow account until an escrow release event has transpired 
comprises holding said fimds in an escrow account until an occurrence of at least one of 
receipt by said first party of goods, services, or other value from said second party and a 
lopse of a predefined period of time within which said first party may evaluate said goods» 
services, or other value from said second party. 

36. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 38, 
wherein the st^ of receiving from at least one of said first party and said second party a 
request to debit a financial accoimt associated with said first party further comprises 
receiving a request to debit a financial account associated with said first party selected from 
the group consisting of a transaction card accoxmt, a demand deposit account, a credit line, a 
digital cash account, and a money maiicet account. 

37. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 38, 
wha:cin the step of disbursing said funds to a financial account associated with said second 
party comprises disbursing said fimds to a financial account associated with said second 
party selected from the group consisting of a transaction card account, a demand deposit 
accoxmt, a credit line, and a money market account. 
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38. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable storage medium encoded with a 
plurality of processing instructions for implomenting g method porformod by a tronoaotjcm 
moohoniom for tronofoning finonciQl t e nder &om a finanoiol aooount oogooiQtod with a fust 
p a gty to 0 financial oooount Oflsooiot e d with a ocxwnd party to facilitate c^mmerriai 
transactions, said processing instructions directing a computer to perform a method 
comprising the steps of: 

registering at least one of a first party and a second party with a transaction 
mechanism having a financial account identifier for identifying a financial account associated 
with said first party; 

receiving fiom at least one of said fhst party and said second party a request to debit a 
financial account of said first party to effectuate a transaction between said first party and 
said second partj^ 

receiving fi^m at least one of said first party and said second party transaction 
infomiation relating to said transaction between said first party and said second party; 

determining whether said transaction is acceptable based upon at least one of said 
transaction infomiation and said request to debit said financial account associated with said 
first party; 

ptpviding a shipping agent configured to provide at least one of goodA. services, anH 
other items o f value fiT>m said second partv to said first partv: 

debiting funds ftom said financial account of said first party; 

disbursing said funds to a financial account associated with said second party; and 

crediting said fimds to said financial account associated with said second party, 

39. (Original) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 38, wherein Ae 
step of providing said transaction mechanism with a financial account identifier for 
identifying a financial account associated with said first party comprises providing a financial 
account identifier selected from the group consisting of a card number and a demand deposit 
account number. 

40. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 38, 
wherein the step of registering at least one of said first party and said second party comprises 
providing said transaction mechanism with a financial account identifier for identifying a 
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financial account associated with said second party. 

41. (Original) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 40, wherein the 
step of providing said transaction mechanism with a financial account identifier for 
identifying a financial account associated with said second party comprises providing a 
financial account identifiw selected fiom the group consisting of a card number and a 
demand deposit account number. 

42. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 38, 
wherein the stqp of receiving transaction information relating to said transaction fiom at least 
one of said first party and said second party comprises at least one of receiving a financial 
account identifier associated with the financial account associated widi said first party and 
receiving a financial account identifier associated with said financial account associated with 
said second party, 

43-46. (Canceled). 

47, (Previously Presented) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 38, 
finther comprising tiie step of receiving notification that said first party has received goods, 
services, or other value shipped fiom said second party to said flret party. 

48. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 38, 
fiirther comprising the step of providing an intermediary to facilitate said transaction between 
said first party and said second party. 

49-50. (Canceled) 

5 1 . (Currently Amended) The computer-readable storage medium of claim SQ 38, 
wherein the step of providing a shipping agent fiirther comprises maintaining by said 
transaction mechanism at least one of said first party's and said second party's identity and 
address in confidence with respect to either said first party or said second party. 

52. (Canceled). 

53. (Previously Presented) The device of claim 57, wherein said central processor 
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fiirther is operative with a transaction mechanism to hold said funds in an esca^ow account 
until an escrow release event has transpired and to release said funds fiom said escrow 
account prior to disbursing said funds to a financial account associated with said second 
party. 

54. (Previously Presented) The device of claim 57, further comprising a network 
interface in communication with said caitral processor via a systan bus. 

35. (Previously Presented) The device of claim 57. wherein said storage device 
comprises a customer transaction records database and a customer infonnation records 
database. 

56, (Previously Presented) The device of claim 57, wherein said memory 
comprises a risk management module, a transaction control module, and an authentication 
modide, 

57. (CuiTHitly Amended) A device for transferring financial tender fiom a 
financial account associated with a first party to a financial account associated with a second 
party, which device comprises: 

a central processor; 

a storage device in communication with said central processor via a system bus; 

a memory oonnootod coupled to said central processor, wherein said memory includes 
an operating system for storing and executing a program which controls operation of said 
central processor; 

wherein said central processor is configured to operate eper^ve with a transaction 
mechanism to: 

receive fi:om at least one of said fust party and said second party a request to debit a 
financial account of said first party to effectuate a transaction between said firat party and 
said second party, wherein said financial account associated with said first party is selected 
fiom the group consisting of a transaction card account, a demand deposit account, a credit 
line, a digital cash account, and a money maricet account; 

receive from at least one of said firet party and said second party transaction 
information relating to said transaction between said first party and said second party, 
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determine whether said transaction is acceptable based jxpon at least one of said 
transaction information and said request to debit said financial account associated with said 
first party; 

debit funds from said financial account of said first party; 
disburse said fimds to a financial account associated wiA said second part y: and 
operate with a shmoing agent con figured to provide at least one of goods, services. 
and other items of value from said second partv to said first party 

58. (Original) The device of claim 57, wherein ^d financial account associated 
with said second party is selected from the group consisting of a transaction card account, a 
demand deposit account, a credit line, and a money market account. 

59-60. (Canceled), 
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